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Statement by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon on the  
tragic murders on Portland's MAX  

 
Our hearts are broken by the tragic murder of two selfless individuals who lost their lives on May 26 as they 

courageously stood up to a person yelling hate filled speech and threatening two women. A third man was 

injured by the perpetrator. The two teenage women, an African American and a woman wearing hijab, were 

riding on Portland’s MAX light rail when the attack occurred. Our prayers and support go out to all of those 

impacted by this senseless act of violence. 

     The tragedy happened on the eve of the holy month of Ramadan, a time when the Muslim community 

enters into deep prayer, reflection and fasting. The holy month serves to connect the Muslim community to 

others, especially the poor, as they fast and remember the suffering of the world. 

      Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon (EMO) is an ecumenical and interfaith organization dedicated to the 

unity of all people. We stand with our Muslim brothers and sisters, and with all vulnerable communities, as 

we seek to restore safety and directly address the root causes of hate and violence in our society. We will 

continue to work as a community of faith to create a more just world, to build bridges of understanding, 

and to speak out against any forces that threaten to divide us. 

     We urge all people of faith and goodwill to join together and take a stand for the values that we share—a 

belief in the human dignity of every person and the vital importance of working together to create a peaceful 

and hopeful future for all. 
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